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The author in the suggested article does the research about 

the evolution of scientific approaches of German lawyers to states as 
basic subjects of the international law and their vision of sovereignty. 

The scientific work includes three blocks of problems. 
The first part is devoted to the classification of subjects of the in-

ternational law, as it is offered be the German concept: main, deriva-
tive, independent groups and other (traditional and contended). 

The second part offers the complete picture states in the German 
scientific school. The main criteria of differentiation of states in the 
XIX century were: religious (F. List), geographical (A. de Vattel, 
J.G.G. Justy), geopolitical (F. Tsorn, M. Zadel, etc.), «negative» (A. 
Merkel), cultural (R. Mool), criterion of power (A.V. Gefter, M. Zadel, 
R. Iering, A. Merkell, F. Tsorn, etc.), including their forms of power. 

The third part analyses general approaches to the theory of sover-
eignty. Analyzing state, as the main subject of the international law 
from the position of «the theory of three elements», German scientists 
analyze the correlation of the scientific term «territorial sovereignty» 
forms of its restriction. 

The scientific work by Antonov I.P. fills in the loopholes for Rus-
sian-language readers and makes an interest for those, interested in 
problems of the international law. 
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